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My name is XXXXXXXX and | have a learning disability. During the
pandemic, it had brought to light the issue surrounding the current system
especially when it comes to GCSE and exams.

Please find my concerns ananda recommendations below:

| am writing to you to express my concerns on the following issue detailed
below. This is a very contentious issue that has effect me for last few years. |
have been in touch with Welsh government minister for education about
my concerns for next years exams. Next years students should get treated
the same as this years cohort until we get a van ice. Where by teach
assessment and coursework should be implemented, May | remind you
these are not normal times, if you go back to the old system of using exams
many students like myself will feel disadvantaged and devalued.

For all the students in 2020/202]1, it has been a hard and difficult time for all
of us with many of us not about to sit exams like pervious student’s would
have done in the past! | am writing to you as a current student studying in
Cardiff - who feels strongly that the current exam system model that was
used in 2019/2020 is not fit for purpose in current times, we find ourselves in
currently. When | says 2019, | mean the “old system” that students would
have had to use if they had to take. Student’s should have an option on
whether they take an exam or they should have another option just like the
students this year who had their exams cancelled!

It should not be based on student performance, it's not fair.



As | suffer with a learning disability and a medical condition, | feel quite
stressed out by the current system and the old system that we are using to
grade students, there should be a much better and fairer system.

To reduce stress and anxiety for future students taking A-levels and GCSE
subject as well as those re-sitting, they think and pass on this petition to the
UK government and other students, and parents to stronger consider
whether maybe making students who feel stressed and anxious about
taking exams would be able to do coursework instead or go for the ‘OPEN
book exam model’, which therefore, enables students to take in textbooks,
or prepared resources like class notes making it easier to recall information
and less stress and anxiety.

Please help change the current way in which students like myself and many
others are assessed at the end of their academic year during the summer.
After the pandemic time for change! The old and current system is unfair
and not fit for purpose - | know this, because | have been through the old
system and it is not fair on people like myself who find coursework easier,
and less stress and it can get you the same grades as A-level/GCSE’s subject.

A new system should be put in place after the pandemic where by due tot
the impact of the virus has made me feel on the way students are put under
pressure and stress from doing exams in core subjects - therefore should be
alternative in place. | feel very strongly and outraged that the system of
which is being used this year and the traditional system of making students
sit an exam is the wrong way to go! It does not help when you've been
through mountains of pain and stress already!

Additional information:

Here are a few reasons why the old system should be scrapped:

- The old system is unfair and not fit for purpose, because, it does not look at
the student as an individual and their circumstances.

- Next, the government in charge seem to think that exam'’s are the way
forward - they are certainly not in my opinion, because, they leave the more
disadvantaged feel more impact compared to other student’s.



- Next they don’t take all student’s difficulties like: medical or leaning
disabilities which put them at greater risk in terms of their life chances.

- Finally, they don't give student like myself any other options but to sit
exam’s which leave you worse off. | have special educational needs which
makes it even more difficult to get my qualifications.

You might ask how do | know this, because | have been through the old
system and found it is not fair on people like myself who find Revising and
remembering information especially challenging due to having multiple
seizures

Goal:

My overall goal of this petition is to scrap/change the way in which student’s
are assessed in the winter and summer months. We need to protect student
lives and prevent a second-wave of the virus. To reduce stress and anxiety
for future students taking A-levels and GCSE subject as well as those re-
sitting,

We should get more options like,
- Coursework
- open book exams

- An online exam this would reduce pressure on staff on student in years to
come. Reduce the risk of Covid-19 infection in communities and an increase
deaths.

What has the pandemic taught us?

The pandemic has shone a light on the floors the exam has had on many
student’s including myself - we must change it for the better. No student
should be put at greater risk of getting Covid-19 from having to sit exams.
There are fairer and much safer ways now during the pandemic to get the
student’s the grades they want. You don’t need an exam paper to tell your
future. It is a form of discrimination!

Stop winter and summer examination to reduce pressure on our healthcare
system and protect lives of student’s and the community they live in.
Together we will bet the virus.

I would be very happy, if | can make my voice herd and change for the
better in light of pandemic.



Please can some put in touch with Kevin Brennan, or a Kristy Williams
herself. Can you get him to debate it in the Welsh parliament and
Westminster, it is so important!



